DETACHMENT

As I said last week, “Sadly, when it comes to DETACHMENT, the experience of “us” and “them”
means we have short-changed somebody — Guess who?” In the Christian perspective, there truly is no
“us” and “them.”

Saint Paul captured it so well in his letter to the Galatians:

There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free,
nor is there male or female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Gal 3:28)

There is also a wonderful hymn that states it well:

“In Christ there is no East or West, in Him no South or North,
but one great fellowship of love throughout the whole wide earth.”

It is only through the Grace of the Virtue of DETACHMENT that I could begin to grasp such a
concept. The true heart of Christian Teaching and Christian Experience is that “All are one in Christ
Jesus.” His work and His mission in our world was to proclaim that Truth.

It seems nearly impossible for us to conceive of such! Yet, at our very core — our deepest self — I
believe we all know that to be true! When we trust our deepest self, we spring into action in service of
the other in need without any thought of what's in it for me.

The experience of 9/11 is a powerful example of the true goodness of human beings. Nobody was
concerned with the religion, the ethnicity, the color, the orientation of the person in need. People of all
denominations prayed together, worshipping in each other’s sanctuaries. What an awesome sight!!!

But then, shortly after that incident, we moved right back into our own way of doing, and our own
way of being. The gift or Virtue of DETACHMENT helps us to see more clearly His plan for us and for our
lives. DETACHMENT is the gift of being able to step back from everything I have, everything I own, and
everything that owns me, free of all those possessions or obsessions, and ask myself, *"What does God
want of me at this particular point in my life?”

That is why the experience of monasticism became so popular in the Christian Tradition. Men and
women were becoming more and more aware of their need to ask and answer that fundamental
question: “What does He (my creator) want of me?” Just imagine how different last Sunday’s parable of
the Good Samaritan would look if I were a student of DETACHMENT — if I were to view things as He
does!

I think we made a great mistake when we allowed monasticism and contemplation to become the
domain of the few, mainly the business of the Monks & Religious. We all need to nurture the
contemplative side of ourselves. We all need to detach every now and then from all that keeps us bound
and burdened. We need to know the Freedom of God in our lives, and all that He wants for us!

I believe the conundrum of “us” and “them” in the Catholic Tradition became pronounced when we
settled for the Virtue of DETACHMENT as being for only the few, and not for all. The Virtue of
DETACHMENT is for all Christians and for every vocation, not just the Religious! In not inviting the laity
to practice the Virtue of DETACHMENT, we set very low expectations for their holiness. Consequently,
many in the hierarchical Church and a great number among the laity regarded “high holiness” as the
realm of those who took vows or were ordained.

Accordingly, the idea of mystical union with God was almost removed from the realm of experience
which everyday Christians could hope to enjoy. Thank God for the growth and the much-needed
change! Thank God for the spirituality of the laity! Thank God for the Contemplatives who have
witnessed the Virtue of DETACHMENT!

—Fr. Gerry




July 17, 2016—- Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Adoration This Week:

JULY 18— JULY 24, 2016

% 7:30 am Monday: Norman Nelson (RIP) Monday-Friday: Sam-Noon
= 7:30 am Tuesday: Nolen Hughes (RIP)
§ 6:00 pm Wednesday: Ron Barry (RIP) Wednesday: 6:30 pm-7:30 pm
2 7:30 am Thursday: Irma Bourdier (RIP) Sacrame e ciliation:
“ /.30 am Friday: Delores Mandina (RIP) Sat 4:30-5:00pm or by appt.
‘E‘ 5:30 pm Saturday: Anna Theriot (RIP)

8:00 am. Sunday: Ron Barry (RIP)

10:30 am Sunday: Deacon Frank Agosta (RIP)
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July 17th— Children’s Liturgy during the 10:30 mass.

July 18th — New opportunity to practice Lectio Divina at 7:00 pm in the Family Life Center. Contact: Fred Cerami 601-842-1492.

July 29th — Deadline to order one of the Holy Family sculptures please call the office to reserve yours.

July 30th — Altar Server Training from 9-11am. On site celebration after for those attending and current altar servers. Contact the church
office if you plan to attend.

September 8th — Following Christ begins: Thursdays at 7:00 pm (Register on our website)
September 13th — Following Christ Tuesday Sessions begin at 7:00 pm (Register on our webs.lte)

Weekly offering for July 10th: $28,602 @;”/

. |
Save the Date: LAST WEEKEND TO PURCHASE TICKETS!!
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Women’s Guild will be selling $1 raffle tickets.

Buy a chance to win the parking space next to

Saint Joseph Catholic School will host Summer Cheer Camp, July 18-22 from 9:00 a.m. until noon. The cost is $100. To register visit
the Saint Joseph website at stjoebruins.com, select Athletics and Summer Camps 2016. For more information contact Emily Toulomelis
at ebechtold@stjoebruins.com.

The Food Pantry Ministry needs your contributions of non-perishable food in unbreakable family size packages. The food collections go
alternately to the Stewpot Food Pantry and the South Rankin Food Resource Center. The greatest need is for high-protein foods such as
meat-based stews and soups, tuna fish, peanut butter, dried beans, etc. Rice and pasta, especially in boxed meals, are also suggested, as
are healthy quick-food snacks for children such as boxed fruit juice, dried fruit, fruit or pudding cups, and crackers. Checks, money orders,
cash, or gift cards can be used by the two food pantries to buy perishable food.

Save-The-Date: The 30th annual St. Joseph Catholic Church GermanFest is scheduled for Sunday, September 25, 2016 from 11:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. Advance meal tickets are $6 and are available from parishioners of St. Joseph Catholic Church. Ticket information is also
available by calling the parish office at 601-856-2054. Meals the day of the festival will be $7.
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CHRIST

a seven-week journey

“This course has helped me develop a
deeper relationship with God.
| can't wait for my daily prayer time."

Weekly Sessions

1. Daily Personal Prayer
2. Hearing God in Scripture
3.The Power of the Sacraments
4.The Importance of Forgiveness
5The Spirit-Empowered Life
Retreat: The World, the Flesh, & the Devil
6. Advancing the Mission of the Church
7. Celebration!

DATES, TIMES, LOCATION COST/REGISTRATION MORE INFO
Thursdays 7-9 pm Sept 8-Oct 20 Register free online at Open to all who have
Saturday Retreat Oct 8th saintpaulcatholicchurch.com | completed one of the

7-week Series of
Tuesdays 7-9 pm Sept 13-Oct 25 | Call the office for assistance Discovering Christ.
Saturday Retreat Oct 15 @ 601-992-9547

Church Office Hours: Tuesday — Thursday, 8 am - 4 pm /Friday Summer Hours 8am - 12pm (Closed Mondays)
Pastor — Fr. Gerry Hurley — pastor@saintpaulcatholicchurch.com or office@saintpaulcatholicchurch.com
Receptionist— Renee Borne— office@saintpaulcatholicchurch.com
Faith Formation—Sarah O’Donnell —rel.edu@saintpaulcatholicchurch.com
Finance/Bookkeeper—Renee Carpenter —finance@saintpaulcatholicchurch.com
Grounds/Maintenance — Kevin Smith — office@saintpaulcatholicchurch.com
Learning Center —]Jennifer Henry, Director —stpaullearningcenter@gmail.com
Liturgy, Prayer Requests, Births, Baptisms —Monica Walton — liturgy@saintpaulcatholicchurch.com
Music Ministry—Ed Thomas —est5271@gmail.com
R.C.I.A.—Rodney Hipp —adult.edu@saintpaulcatholicchurch.com
Senior Adult Ministry—Monica Walton —sradults@saintpaulcatholicchurch.com
Youth Group— Cory Head— youth@saintpaulcatholicchurch.com

Church Office: Phone: 601-992-9547— www.saintpaulcatholicchurch.com
Early Learning Center: Phone: 601-992-2876—www.saintpaullearningcenter.com
Follow us on Facebook: St Paul Catholic Church



P POLK'S DISCOUNT m
DRUGS
Five Convenient Locations
Crossgates Blvd./Reservoir
1866 Spillway Road | 6019924468
335 Qossgates Blvd. | 601.939.8660

SAMUEL C. MARTIN Paul Byrne, FICF rarstioner

Criminal Defense - Family Law :,,,.’,.,; mo
Personal Injury Taights of Colombers
1 992 2411
232 Market Street Paul Byrme@rofC.ong

Flowood, MS 39232

(601) 914-7242

TR

PAT BROWN

Real Estate
(601) 497-3275

133 Tradition Pkwy
Flowood, MS 39232

SAM@SMARTLAWMS.COM
WWW.SMARTLAWMS.COM

Lakeland Commons
253 Ridge Way - Flowood, MS 39232

|

ITALIAN RESTAURANT

601.992.1700
Ron & Paul Muffuletto - Parishioners
www.jacksonjewelersinc.com

BIRTHRIGHT

Pregnant? Need Help?
Call 601.371.7711
or 1.800.550.4900 (24 hrs.)

FRED CERAMI, DWNER
5417 Lakeland Drive, Suite 1
Flowood, MS 39232
601.919.2829 @ cell 601.842.1492
ceramidtalian@®gmail com
EAT FREE ON YOUR BIRTHDAY!

Karen Arender

1081 Lake Village Cirole

Brandon, MS 30047

Spaclalzing in Haireuts and Color
Ann's Hair and Spa—801992 3823
Parshioner

Volunteer counselors save lives.
Would you help us in our mission?
All services are free and confidential.

m Pat Pizzetta Brown
Ho hold’ pat nern MLS  ruthrow avcaliors heflsouth ne and Earl Brown
200 Grants Ferry Road -
Brandon MS John M. Colette & Associates
601-992-0907

John M. Colette e Sherwood A. Colette

General Partners
Ken Lowrey 601.954.7262 Parishioner

Stanley Philips 601.946.9629

Roofingresources@att.net

Roofing
esources

LICENSED, BONDED AND INSURED

9 MARY KAY.
Rowena Agosta 601.355.6277
601-398-3775
www.colettelawms: ail.com
rowenas2s@comeastnet Ogm
Tim Carney, D.M.D.
David EWelch Construction, LLC | paviel Carney, D.M.D. o
General Dentistry ==
David E. Welch 100 Avalon Centre, Suite A 0]
Swuall Town Viskses. . World (less Rysults Parishioner Brandon, MS 39047
3 $01.832.7912

601.992.3351

Batteries
£ Bulbs

381 Ridge Way
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e FLOWOOD
= - 601-500-5500
35 Kathesine Drive, 2300 | Flowood, MS 39232 (Behind Newks at Dogwood)

Office:

johnt i

| Fax: 601-487-2771

Mon-Sat9-9,Sun 11-6

www.batteriesplus.com
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Cathy Rl(hudwn, Owner

FAMILY MEDICINE
1050 River Oaks Dr  601-200-4760

ChurchMilitant.TV
"Set your hearts on his kingdom first,
and on God's saving justice,
and all these other things will be given
you as well. So do not worry about
tomorrow: tomorrow will take care of itself.
Each day has enough trouble of its own.”

Dynamiccatholic.com
Catholiconline.com

Jayne Welch
601.832.8684 cell

601607 4777 Office
Parishioner
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HoMmEe LAND TITLE
$11 Keywood Clrche o Flowosd, MS 39232
Phone 601.948-3595

Buying, Selling, Refinancing Land or Home?
Let us be the one to close your Loan!
e 1972 Mhonne Lot Toto hor hown chunsng ronl etsme & spimtmes scvwes o of M ragge
Whe cleses your loan is your cholcr.
Choore Home Land Titke
Mahole snd Thomas Marrs - Parvibieners

aww homelandiitle.com

(&) Allstate.

You're in good hands.

Auto - Home - Business - Life

Steve Gosselin, Parishioner
601.825.0772
stevegosselin@allstate.com

Chis by, Agent Hovey Do Horue Projects LLC \?I
Winnie Browman,, v« Pete Canizaro
Parishioners 601.940.9293 M
401 GossPark Dr., Suite F
Pear, MS 392088970 pediatric dentistry
Bus601.939.424 OF BRANDON
Fax 6019322526
ChrisirbymO4i@statefarm.com HPTF'{T!H%NE?& DMD. PA
Chris Cox, Sr. Lo :
APITAL President www .pediatricd entistryofbrandon.com
uss 601-982-0328 601-824-1950
chviscox@capitalglass com 142 Gateway Drive

HARKINS REALTY, INC.

SNIPPERS Hair & Neails

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
OFFICE AND RETAIL SPACE
Sul el Seb LokelndDr. Ofice Space
Naik, Fecicues & Vaicures At River Bend P1.
601.825.2332 “Will Build TO SUIT’
5’”“"]‘?5 601.932.4663
~ PadMs Parishioner
EMIP Group
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Medical Clinics
aseved QI Dominie’s

tdward Prybybki | pirenciel consulmnt
5710 Hwy. 25 |Flowcod, MS 39232
Phome: 600.487 8127 | Fax: 600 487 4132

Sound Products Company
225 Hy 9 Scuth

Bdson M5 218
00999264 *1.500 124366

'YOUNG &IVING"

ESSENTIAL OILS

Ntzummo
Secretary/ Treasurer

dependent Distributor

W‘W

Stephen E. Gardner
Young Wells Williams PA
Business Litigation, Creditors Rights &

Family Law

601-948-6100 Parishioner

Discount Gun Safe
Re gdential & Commercial
INHOME DELVERY
2635 OLD BRANDONROAD
PEARL, MS

6019398233
JOE &ALICE THWEATT
PARISHIONERS
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BOB HAGEN 601-932-3138
parishioner




